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EAST BEECHBORO PRIMARY SCHOOL, ASBESTOS CONTAMINATION 

1096. Ms RADISICH to the Minister for Education:   
Will the minister provide an update on the current situation at East Beechboro Primary School, which was 
recently temporarily closed as a result of concerns about possible asbestos contamination?  

Mr CARPENTER replied: 
I thank the member for the question.  This morning I went to East Beechboro Primary School, in the company of 
the member for Swan Hills, to personally thank the principal, staff, parents, students and the district director for 
the outstanding way in which they dealt with the possible asbestos contamination at the school.  The matter was 
raised a few weeks ago and caused some considerable concern, in particular to the parents about the safety of 
their children, and also to the staff and other people at the school.  Such was the level of concern and the desire 
to alleviate that concern and ensure there were no health risks that the principal, in consultation with staff, 
parents and the district director, believed that the best option was to temporarily close the school while the roof 
from which the asbestos had been removed was checked for safety to ensure that there was no health risk to the 
children.  That occurred and the school was closed for eight days.  The 500 children who attend the school were 
hosted by nearby schools, and the year 7 students went to nearby high schools, which turned out to be a 
beneficial experience for all involved.  The principal of the school, Mr Rick Larsen, has proved himself to be an 
outstanding leader because of the way he handled this issue.  The district director, Steffan Silcox, is known to 
many members on both sides of the House, and he is a great attribute to the education system.  The president of 
the parents and citizens association, Ms Donna Baken, deserves special praise, as does the member for Swan 
Hills, for dealing with this in such a professional manner.   

I have been through these issues before as a journalist.  I remember the situations that arose at Perth Modern 
School in about 1986 and at John Curtin Senior High School at one time.  I know that the situation can be quite 
devastating when this issue is not handled well.  Despite the urgings of some sectors that we notify the parents at 
every school in the State that had its asbestos roof removed by the same company, and that all sorts of issues 
would arise if we did not do that, the way we handled the problem was a model for the way to deal with this sort 
of situation; that is, the problem was isolated to East Beechboro Primary School, the risk or lack of risk was 
ascertained, and 10 of the other schools that had work done by the same company, but about which no concern 
had been raised, were checked for any associated health risks.   
It will occur again.  The history of Western Australia indicates that the level of asbestos product in our built 
environment is such that from time to time these issues will arise.  Despite the hysterical urgings of some 
sections of the media, including the editorial in The West Australian, which was ludicrous to say the least, I 
congratulate all the people involved in the management of this situation for the professional and calm way in 
which they dealt with it.   
I also pay a compliment to the shadow education spokesperson, the member for Darling Range, who could have 
sought to score cheap political points in this kind of environment but did not.  He raised a very valid point when 
he said that the Minister for Education should take control of the issue.  I took his advice and I did that.  I 
contrast his behaviour on that issue with the behaviour of some of his colleagues on some of the other issues that 
are before the House, including the matter that we have briefly heard about and the school fees issue that was 
raised by the member for Mitchell, which I will not go into.  I thought I would pass that compliment to the 
member in full view of his colleagues because he acquitted himself well.   
All those people involved deserve to be complimented for the way in which this issue has been handled.  I thank 
the member for Swan Hills for facilitating my visit to the school this morning.  
 


